
Starfish Project News 

BRADLEY INITIATIVE FOR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

March 2010 

Itôs Family Game Night! 

Join us for games galore at the March Starfish parent meeting.  Experience the 

joy of games with your child at our Family Game Night while learning how to 

make family game night a part of your familyôs routine.  Feel free to bring 

your favorite board game to share with others.  Starfish will provide several 

examples and materials to make your very own!  Dinner will be served.  

Please RSVP with your parent educator no later than March 12th.  See 

you there! 

When:  Thursday, March 18 from 5:30 pm  to 7:30 pm 

Where: New Covenant Church of God off of Frontage Rd in front of Target 

(You will go about a 1/2 mile, then you will see the church sign on your right, 

turn right onto Columbus Dr., the road leads right to the church parking lot.) 

Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss!        
By Elizabeth Kennedy, About.com Guide  

Dr. Seuss wrote The Cat in the Hat when challenged by his publisher to write a book that would both enter-

tain beginning readers and have a controlled vocabulary. He succeeded way beyond expectations and his 

book has become a classic, celebrating its 50th birthday in 2007. The Cat in the Hat is a wonderful character, 

who is full of surprises. This book is one of the very first entertaining books for children just starting to read on their own. 

The Cat in the Hat has a controlled vocabulary of 236 words, making it an enduring favorite with beginning readers. Pre-

schoolers also thoroughly enjoy the rhyming text, as well as the Cat in the Hat and his shenanigans. As 

usual, the illustrations are zany and fun.                                                                    

When publisher Bennett Cerf challenged Dr. Seuss to write a book for beginning readers with 50 words 

or less, Dr. Seuss wrote Green Eggs and Ham. The constant repetition in this book appeals to both small 

children and children just beginning to read on their own. Sam-I-am is relentless in trying to convince 

one of Dr. Seuss' shaggy creatures to try green eggs and ham. Dr. Seuss uses rhyming and humor to 

point out the importance of not judging something before you've tried it.  

Celebrate Dr. Seussô Birthday at Cleveland State Community College 

Saturday, March 6 from 10am to 1pm 

Cleveland Stateôs Library 

IMPORTANT DATES TO 

REMEMBER  

Friday, March 12 

RSVP with your parent  edu-

cator for Family Game Night 

Thursday, March 18 

Family Game Night at New 

Covenant Church of God 

5:30pm to 7:30pm 
 

Help Your Child Learn to  Read:  

An Adventure You Won't Want to  Miss 

You don't need to be an especially skillful reader yourself to help your child. 

Nor do you have to devote great amounts of time to reading with your child. It's 

the quality of time that counts. Just be consistent--give as much time as you can 

each day to help your child.  

Helping your child become a reader is an adventure you will not want to miss. 

The benefits to your child are immeasurable, and in the process you will find 

your world becoming richer as well.  

By Beverly Hernandez, About.com Guide  

http://childrensbooks.about.com/bio/Elizabeth-Kennedy-5394.htm
http://homeschooling.about.com/bio/Beverly-Hernandez-4010.htm
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Childrenôs pretend play is an everyday 

part of a normal childhood for almost 

every child. From jumping like a kanga-

roo to serving juice at a pretend restau-

rant, using action figures to delivering 

mail to Mom, a regular part of a childôs 

play is pretending that heôs someone or 

something else.  

Preschool, kindergarten and primary 

grade classrooms often have a dress-up 

or pretend play corner, where children 

can pretend to be anything from a fire-

man to a princess. And at home, you can 

watch your childôs imagination stretch 

just by playing house, playing school or 

playing with dolls.  

 

The Benefits of Childrenôs Pretend 

Play  
Child researchers say there may be a link 

between pretend play and a higher-level 

of cognition, abstract thought, and feel-

ing empathy for others.  

Pretend play requires a child to trans-

form objects and actions symbolically, 

Bergenôs study says. In pretend play, a 

child practices negotiation, role taking, 

improvisation and problem solving.  

When a child engages in pretend play, he 

is able to see people and things as sym-

bols, understand simple metaphors and 

stretch his mind away from himself.  

 

The Importance of  

Children's Pretend Play 

By: Diane Fitzpatrick  

How to Encourage Your Child to Pre-

tend Play     

Donôt force your child to play something 

that he doesnôt naturally want to play. If 

youôd like your child to explore more 

pretend play, suggest a few scenarios to 

choose between.                                            

When your toddler is banging on the 

bottom of a pot, give him two wooden 

spoons and suggest he be the drummer 

in a band. When the two of you are hav-

ing a tickling match, pretend your fin-

gers are tickle bugs creeping along his 

arms.                                                   

Here are some things you a parent can 

do to encourage children to use their 

imaginations and play pretend games:                                                                                           

 **Keep your Halloween costumes out 

year-round. Donôt make your child wait 

until October to play dress up.           

**Give your child suitcases, postcards, 

used plane tickets, foreign coins, and a 

play camera and suggest he take a pre-

tend vacation trip.                              

**Save large plastic crates, cardboard 

blocks and large, empty cardboard 

boxes for creating a fort or a house.         

**Your old clothes, shoes, hats and 

jewelry are fun for dress-up pretend 

play. 

 

 

http://www.life123.com/paren

ting/education/educational-

games/the-importance-of-

childrens-pretend-play.shtml 

Celebrate Doctorôs Day March 30,2010  

Follow these instructions to 

make a pretend doctor bag us-

ing paper.  

Materials Needed:   

**Black construction paper  

**Red construction paper  

**Stapler  

**White chalk  

**Misc items such as band -

aids, cotton balls, etc.  . 

 

      Instructions:   

Fold the black paper in 

half. Staple the sides to-

gether and cut a red cross 

out glue it on the bag. 

Make a handle out of black 

construction paper and 

staple it on. Put cotton 

balls, band -aids, and 

whatever else you would 

find in a doctor bag that 

the kids could play with.  

 

How to Make a Simple 

Doctor's  Bag  Craft  

By Sherri Osborn , About.com Guide  

Crafts to Make:   

**Make a pretend Doctor Bag . 

**Make your doctor a thank you 

card .                               

**Make a mobile of pictures of 

things you see in a doctors of-

fice, i.e.. a thermometer, stetho-

scope, bottle of medicine and 

dropper, a needle, a ruler and 

scale, a band -aid, and a doctor.  

Other Things to do:   

**Visit a doctor's office.  

**Dress up in scrubs and play 

"put the band -aid on". Take 

your temperature and scribble 

on reports.  

A Doctor 

An Explorer 

A Cowboy         A cowgirl   

An Animal Doctor  
A Waiter 

http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.shtml#
http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.shtml#
http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.shtml#
http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.p2.shtml#
http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.p2.shtml#
http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/educational-games/the-importance-of-childrens-pretend-play.p2.shtml#
http://familycrafts.about.com/bio/Sherri-Osborn-5856.htm
http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/forpreschoolers/l/bldrbag.htm
http://familycrafts.about.com/od/greetingcards/
http://familycrafts.about.com/od/greetingcards/
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February Group Meeting Recap! 

Safety AlertðRecent Recalls by the Consumer Product Safety 

Generation 2 Worldwide and ñChildESIGNSò Drop Side Crib Brands 
Recalled; Three Infant Deaths Reported:  The cribôs plastic hardware can 
break which can cause the drop side of the crib to detach from a corner of 
the crib. When the drop side detaches, it creates a space into which an 

infant or toddler can roll and become wedged or en-
trapped. When a child is entrapped between the 
drop side and the crib mattress, it creates a risk of 
suffocation or strangulation. In addition, the cribôs 
mattress support can detach from the crib frame, 
creating a hazardous space in which an infant or 
toddler could become entrapped and suffocate or 
strangle. The name ñGeneration 2 Worldwideò ap-

pears on a label affixed to the cribôs headboard or footboard. Some labels 
identify the place of manufacture as Dothan, Ala. Others identify China as 
the country of manufacture. The name ñChildESIGNSò appears on the 
teething rail of some of the cribs. The recalled cribs were sold at numerous 
local furniture and retail stores including Buy Buy Baby, and Kmart and 
Walmart stores nationwide for between $60 and $160. Consumers should 
contact the store from which they purchased the crib for remedy informa-
tion, which will vary between a refund, replacement crib or store credit, 
depending on the retailer. Consumers are urged to contact CPSC and re-
port any difficulties in obtaining a remedy from their place of purchase.  

Tiny Love Recalls Wind Chime 
Toys Due to Puncture and Lac-
eration Hazards:                    
Name of Product: Wind Chime 
Toys  Hazard: The wind chime toy 
can be pulled apart exposing sharp 
metal rods, posing puncture and 
laceration hazards to the baby. 
Wind chimes sold with other Tiny 
Love Activity Gyms are not in-
cluded in this recall. Sold at: Toys 
R Us, Walmart, Target, Buy Buy 
Baby and TJ Maxx stores nation-
wide from February 2002 through 
February 2010  

Left and Above: If 

Youôre Happy 

Jump like a  

Kangaroo! 

Upper Right: the 

Beautiful Faces of 

Starfish 

Bottom Left: Par-

ents learn about 

their childôs love 

language from 

Cindy Boler 

Fun and Informative! 

Cindy Boler of West-

wood Baptist did a fan-

tastic job of presenting 

The Five Love Lan-

guages of Children.  

Meanwhile, the children 

had an fun indoor picnic 

and a very active story 

time!  We read ñMy 

Daddy Snoresò and ñIf 

Youôre Happy and You 

Know It: Jungle Edi-

tionò and boy did we 

get into the story! 


